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Husky Howl 
 

 
President’s Corner 
It’s been a wonderful couple of months, filled with excitement and endless learning opportunities for 

our children. We thank all of you who have joined the PTA and supported all of the students at HGS 

through your membership dollars. We also thank all of the parent/family volunteers who continue to 

donate their time and energy to the numerous events/committees we have. 

We want to wish everyone a peaceful Holiday season. HGS PTA is thankful for many things...amazing 

and motivated administrators, teachers and staff, incredible parents and family members, and of course 

our HGS students, who are the real reason we all do the things we do. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of the Husky Howl, and use it to catch up on all of the PTA happenings at 

our school. 

Coming Soon – PARP 
 PARP – Pick A Reading Partner will launch in January. Stay tuned for 

more information on this year’s theme.  For more information on the 

overall PARP program, please visit 

https://nyspta.org/home/programs/literacy/. We are currently seeking 

PTA volunteers to be a part of the committee. The PARP committee 

promotes the love of reading in all students and encourage them to 

incorporate reading at school, home and the community. If you are 

interested in volunteering please reach out to Michela Conroy.

Correspondence Corner  
HGS Character Trait for December was Kindness. Here is a 

look at the HGS PTA Bulletin Board showcasing student’s 

examples of acts of kindness.  

 
NYS PTA Announcement  

 

The NYS PTA has awarded HGS PTA with the 2018 Early Bird membership award. We 

received this award for reaching 60% of our membership goal so far this year. Thank 

you to all our parents, teachers and community members for helping us reach this 

achievement.  

Husky Howl is a bi-monthly publication of the Hillside Grade School PTA 

https://nyspta.org/home/programs/literacy/
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Arts and Education 
The primary task of the Art in Education Committee (AIE) is to identify enrichment programs designed to 

enhance the educational experience of Hillside Grade School students.  The AIE Committee explores 

programs across the broad spectrum of the arts to identify those that also contain an educational value 

for students. Past programs have included anti-bullying workshops, STEM activities and team building 

assemblies. 

October Assemblies    
During the month of October the HGS PTA sponsored two AIE assemblies for students.   

Internet Safety with Officer Groshans 

This workshop is tailored to provide tips and information for 

students in grade 4-6 on what cyber-bullying is and the 

vulnerability social media networks can create. For more 

information on Internet Safety, please visit their website: 

http://www.floralparkpolice.com/Youth_Program.html  

 

Up in Arms: Helping Drew, Anti-Bullying Puppet Musical  

This 30-minute program helps students from grades K-3 recognize 

bullying and look for solutions within themselves. For more 

information on Up in Arms, please visit their website: 

http://upinarms.biz/Home.html  

 
 

January Assembly  

 
Upcoming this January, HGS PTA has invited New York Islanders to 
host Islanders School Assembly Program. The Islanders School 
Assembly stresses the importance of making smart decisions, 
eating healthy, staying active as well as treating other with respect. 
During this interactive assembly, the Islanders help students realize 
why being committed to making smart decisions is important in 
school and life. For more information on the Islanders School 
Assembly Program, please visit their website:  

https://www.nhl.com/islanders/community/schoolassemblygalleries  

  

http://www.floralparkpolice.com/Youth_Program.html
http://upinarms.biz/Home.html
https://www.nhl.com/islanders/community/schoolassemblygalleries
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Impact of Hillside Grade School PTA Community  
The HGS PTA host fundraisers throughout the year in order to raise funds for 

educational assemblies, programs and interactive learning that will help 

benefit our students through Cultural Arts. We want to thank all of our Chairs 

for all the hard work so far this year.  And a special thank you to all the HGS 

parents, teachers and the community members for continuing to supports 

our students and our efforts.  

Shoparoo 
Thank you to all the parents who have signed up for Shoparoo. HGS PTA has 

raised over $100.00 by simply taking pictures of receipts. If you 

haven’t signed up, it is easy. Simply Shop, Snap and Earn. To learn more visit 
https://www.shoparoo.com/ today.  
 

Fundraisers 
HGS PTA  

Adult Paint Night 
Chairperson - Kerri Connelly 

Total Fundraised was 

$223.00 

Applebee’s Pancake 
Breakfast 

Chairperson - Tracy Onorato 
Total Fundraised was 

$1,333.00 

Dining Around Town - 
Chipotle 

Chairperson – Lily Cho 
Total Fundraised was 

 $102.00 

 

 

Fall  
Fundraiser 

Chairperson –  
Shan Ng 

 

$2603.00 

Fall Spirit Wear  
Fundraiser 

Chairperson – Lily Cho 
Total Fundraised was 

 

 $2,627.00 

Holiday Boutique 
Co-Chairs - Jackie McConroy  

and  
Victoria Chan  

 

$1719.00 

 

 

Picture Day 
Co-Chairs - Shelley Anif  

and Ameet Perez  
 

$2430.00 

Plant Sales 
Chairperson –  
Karen D’Urso  

Total Fundraised was 

$279.00 

School Supply  

Fundraiser 
Chairperson – Rachel Tilley 

Total Fundraised was  

$228.00  

 

HGS PTA Fundraised to Date: $11,644.00 

https://www.shoparoo.com/
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This year to make our fundraising significantly easier, more profitable, and more fun we’ve asked the 

experts at Boosterton to power our entire 9-day Fun Run Program. Family and friends can support our 

school by giving pledges toward the number of laps each student will run on the day of the Fun Run.  

Parents! This year’s main fundraiser is the Boosterthon Fun Run! It’s a two-week 

program that kicks off with a Pep Rally on January 2nd. Families will then gather pledges 

for every lap your student runs (30-35 laps) at the Fun Run on January 10th. With our big 

goal of raising $10,000 for our Arts and Education programs as well as more family fun 

events, we asked the Fun Run experts at Boosterthon to power our Fun Run and make it 

easier, more profitable, and more fun. 

 

Students will also experience an amazing character theme,  

MINDSPARK MYSTERY LAB!  
Boosterthon’s most exciting theme yet combines S.T.E.A.M skills (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) with characterbuilding. 

While they're teaming up with the MindSpark Kids to solve mysteries, our 

students will learn five 21st-century character traits that will help strengthen 

themselves and our world. 

 

Donations will go toward Arts and Education programs as well as more family fun events and to the entire 

two-week experience. So please help our school by reaching out to sponsors. Also, all families are invited 

to come out and cheer on your student at the Fun Run! Thank you for your support! 

Learn more at https://boosterthon.com 

https://boosterthon.com/


HGS PTA Newsletter    DECEMBER, 2018    Vol 2 Issue 2 

5 
 

Events  
The students of HGS do know how to have fun. The HGS PTA has really really really kept our students 

busy the last couple of months. From breakfast with Spark, to obstacle races, and a dance. These events 

give students the opportunity to make lasting memories, the opportunity to be creative and work on 

team building skills.  Parents were also given the opportunity for a “Night Out” by showcasing their 

creative skills while helping to fundraise for upcoming HGS PTA events.  
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Halloween Dance    Adult’s Paint Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Dance (Grades 4 - 6) 
Mark your calendars. The HGS PTA Winter Dance (Grade 4-6) will take place on Friday January 18, 2018. 

Students will be given the opportunity to vote for this year’s theme.  
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 PTA News  
Want to stay up to date with National, State and Regional PTA News?  

Like their Facebook pages to read what’s happening with the PTA and find useful articles and blogs for 

parents, teachers and students. 

 

 

   

   

How to Protect Your Kid from "Fortnite" Scams  How to Embrace Change in Tradition  

   

 

Prepare Your Child to Resist Peer Pressure   Teaching Self-Regulation in Early Grades 

   

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-protect-your-kid-from-fortnite-scams
https://yourteenmag.com/family-life/communication/holiday-traditions-with-teens
http://www.imom.com/how-to-prepare-your-child-to-resist-peer-pressure/#.XAVKQvZFyUl
https://www.edutopia.org/article/teaching-self-regulation-early-grades
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PTA Spotlight  
Ron White, Occupation: Hillside Grade School Head Custodian  

What’s your favorite food? Lasagna  

What’s your favorite sport? I just started golfing.   

Do you have any hobbies?  I enjoy restoring cars.  

Do you have pets? Currently don’t have any pets.   

What’s your favorite book? The Notebook.  

What’s your favorite movie? That is a tough one. .It’s a 

split between Top Gun and Forrest Gump.   

Who is your role model? My dad is my role model.  

What’s your secret talent? Nothing really.  

Do you have a favorite Quote or Saying? “It is what it is.” 

What profession, other than your own, would you like to 

attempt? A police officer.   

What is the farthest place you have ever traveled? I travelled to Paris about 7 to 8 years ago.  

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go? I would go back to Hawaii. I visited 

there in 2001 and it is such a beautiful place.   

Mr. White has been part of the HGS staff for over 25 years and a resident of New Hyde Park for most of 

his life. He is truly our next door neighbor. HGS PTA is grateful for all he does for the students and 

continuing to provide support to the HGS PTA. Many don’t see the work you do before, behind or after 

the events.  Thank you Mr. White.  

At the end of our chat, Mr. White shared a personal story that he wanted to share in our newsletter.  

http://newhydeparkillustrated.com/2016/08/10/family-reunion-for-ronald-white/ 

 For Veteran’s Day students wrote letters to Mr. White thanking him 
for his service in the army during the Vietnam War. 

  

http://newhydeparkillustrated.com/2016/08/10/family-reunion-for-ronald-white/
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HGS (NHP-GCP) Happenings  
HGS Christmas Concert  
It’s the most wonderful time of the year, the HGS Band, Choir, Orchestra and Jazz Band performed their 

annual Christmas Concert this month. The music teacher and students worked extremely hard preparing 

for their big night for weeks.  

 

District New Brand 

“NHP-GCP Innovation Coupled with Tradition” 
The NHP-GCP School District has a new logo. The logo represents all four schools 

within the NHP-GCP school district and each section highlights the school colors.   

 

District on Social Media 
NHP-GCP is now on Twitter. See what is happening in district, at HGS and stay up to date on how NHP-

GCP is rolling out their new tech program throughout the school year.  

https://twitter.com/NHPGCP  https://twitter.com/teamhillside        https://twitter.com/nhpgcptech  

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/NHPGCP
https://twitter.com/teamhillside
https://twitter.com/nhpgcptech

